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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 47-84 allowed. 

The closest relevant art is Wells (5,509,853) wherein Wells teaches a system for 
removing a pollutant from a roadway comprising a vehicle (17), a pollution trap (12) 
mounted on the vehicle such that a surface of the pollution trap (12) is exposed to a 
roadway pollutant (see Fig. 2). The pollutant trap (12) comprises a housing (14) 
mounted on the underside of the vehicle (17). The vehicle (17) comprises a plurality of 
wheels (19) and a pollutant liberator which is a fan or blower (see Fig. 3). Wells further 
teaches the pollution trap (12) can be mounted atop of vehicle's roof, or under, or in 
front of, to the sides of, or behind a vehicle, or within or upon a vehicle's bed, open or 
exposed to the ambient air of the atmosphere about it (see col. 3, line 61 through col. 4, 
line 7). Claims 47-84, as amended, differ from the disclosure of Wells in that an 
element comprises a material configured to retain roadway pollutant particles that are 
10 microns or less that are liberated from the roadway by a tire of the vehicle wherein 
the element is affixed to the vehicle at a location that receives a spray of liberated 
roadway pollutant particles. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh-Chau T. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 163. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon/T ues/Thur/Fri 7:00 am - 
5:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571) 272-1 166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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